
10th	April,	2017	

Subject:	Invitation	to	participate	in	the	UN	Strategic	Learning	Exchange	in	New	York	

Dear Colleague, 

Over the past years, the international development, humanitarian, and peace and security 
communities have come to appreciate the nuanced impact of religion and religious dynamics; 
and the importance of faith leaders and faith-based or faith-inspired service-delivery NGOs 
within communities. Considering our common commitments to the spirit and reality of the 
Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDG) Agenda, it is timely that as diverse actors committed to 
human development and flourishing, we learn and appreciate what the partnerships with faith-
based development actors require, and entail.  

Consequently, the UN Interagency Task Force on Religion and Development, together with 
diverse faith-inspired NGO partners and academic institutions, is organizing a series of Strategic 
Learning Exchanges (SLEs) in New York, to collectively review & consider various means of 
outreach and joint implementation of the SDGs.	Participants at this peer-to-peer SLE will come 
from various UN offices, academia and faith-based development, relief and peacebuilding 
entities, as well as religious seminaries in New York. 

On behalf of the co-sponsors, I have the pleasure of inviting you to engage in the SLE series - 
specifically the first exchange on the 5th and 6th of June, 2017, which will focus on the 
intersection of religion with development, humanitarian and conflict and peace building 
frameworks.  

[The second SLE will be held in August, and a separate invitation will be issued for that in due 
course, by the Network for Religious and Traditional Peacemakers].  

As highlighted above, the series will use the peer-to-peer approach co-facilitated by the UN 
Task Force team members and the co-sponsors. Participants are requested to bring case 
studies to facilitate the interactive learning that will characterize these events.  

The Strategic Learning Exchange Series will explore answers to questions like: what are the 
linkages between religion and the SDGs? How do these interlinkages manifest in practical 
development, peace and security efforts at the intergovernmental as well as at field levels? How 
can we scale up partnerships that respond to the SDG priorities and indicators? 

We would appreciate your kind RSVP for the first SLE on “Religion, Development, Peace and 
Security” to Mr. Leeroy Mapulanga (Mapulanga@unfpa.org) by May 25th latest. Kindly note that 
spaces are limited, so your speedy reply would enable us to secure your participation more 
effectively. 

Please find attached the concept note for further information. Upon confirmation of you/your 
organization’s participation, agendas and resources will be forwarded to you. Thank you for 
taking this important strategic learning opportunity into consideration and we look forward to 
collaborating with you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Azza Karam, Ph.D. 
Convenor, UN Interagency Task Force on Religion and Sustainable Development 


