
                                                                                                                                                         

  

                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ENGAGING WITH FAITH ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITIES  
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

 

STRATEGIC LEARNING EXCHANGE 

 

AMMAN, 21-23 MARCH 2018 

 

LANDMARK HOTEL 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

 

 



pg. 2 
 

Overall Objective 
Participants are more aware of the engagement of faith-based actors in the continuum of humanitarian to 
development work, and their potential contribution to realizing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
especially the human rights and gender dimensions.  

 

Specific Objectives 
 

1. DAY 1: To explore linkages between faith, humanitarian and development work; what religion, 
faith-based organisations and religious communities have as value-added; and the specific 
challenges posed by these inter-linkages.  
 

Objective 1:  Participants will better understand and be able to articulate clearly the linkages between faith, 
development and humanitarian work in contemporary contexts. They should be able to appreciate religious and 
spiritual dimensions of the framing of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 

2. DAY 2: How does faith interact or intersect with development and humanitarian work?  
 
Objective 2: Participants will be able to identify and articulate opportunities and challenges, strengths, 
weaknesses, entry points and modalities for:  
 
 Partnership with faith leaders, religious communities and faith-based organizations (FBOs) in development 

and humanitarian work in the frame of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;  
 Internal cultures of development/humanitarian organizations, e.g. resistance towards religion as part of a 

response in development and humanitarian contexts;  
 Challenges and opportunities of new partnerships (government relations, NGO/CSO dynamics, etc.); and,  
 Strategies to strengthen partnerships and address some of the challenges associated with these.    

 

3. DAY 3: What do the UN and Governments need to do differently or better in order to improve 
partnerships with the range of faith-based actors when undertaking development and 
humanitarian work? 
 
Critical assessment of challenges and opportunities of partnerships ̶ focusing on diverse forms of partnerships 

with faith-based organizations and their interaction with governmental entities and structures. 

 
Objective 3: Based on the reflections and knowledge shared over the preceding two days, participants will have 
identified skills and approaches to strengthen UN, inter-governmental and development/humanitarian agencies’ 
collaborative partnerships with FBOs, in particular to achieve a better understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities encountered in efforts to strengthen capacity, engage in advocacy, and enhance national ownership 
processes. 
 

Objective 4:  
 Participants will be able to learn about a number of different mapping tools used to identify faith-based or 

religious initiatives, organizations and methods of work. 
 

 
 

Cross-Cutting Issues: human rights and gender equality  
Understanding of the 2030 Agenda principle of leave no one behind 
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DAY I – WEDNESDAY, 21 March 2018 
  

 
  

 

10:30 – 10:45  Official OPENING AND WELCOME – HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal 

To be introduced by:  Dr. Mohammed Kilani, Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization/JHCO  

 

H.E. Dr. Natalia Kanem  

Under-Secretary General and Executive Director, UNFPA/UN 

Interagency Task Force on Religion – by 

Video 

H.E. Ambassador Schroer 

Deputy Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan  

Imam Dr. Mohammad Khalayleh Dar Al Ifta Grand Mufti  

H.E. Bishop Elias Toume Syrian Bishop of Wadi Al Nassara 

Dr. Mohamed Abu-Nimer Senior Advisor, KAICIID 

 

 

11:30 - 12:00   GROUP PHOTO (with HRH) and Coffee/Tea 

 

 

12:00 – 13:00 INTRODUCTIONS  

   Moderator: Dr. Azza Karam 

QUESTIONS 

1. Why this SLE, and how did we get to this regional one? 

2. Why the Sustainable Development Goals, and how are they relevant to the SLE? 

3. What can we expect from the Agenda (walk through)? [ Then introduce the Quotations] 

 Sally Smith  

 Mohammed Abu-Nimer 

 Ulrich Nitschke 

 Saba Mubaslat 

 

   QUOTATIONS EXERCISES – Who are we, why are we here?  

 

 

13:00 – 14:00   LUNCH  

 

 

Objectives: Participants will have, by the end of the day: 

(i) A clearer understanding of the linkages, opportunities, challenges, principles, world views and entry 

points for partnership between FBOs governmental entities and UN development and humanitarian 

agencies (from both UN, governmental and FBO perspectives). 

(ii) Identified possible ways in which partnerships have been or might be introduced/strengthened in 

their respective areas of work. 

(iii)  A greater understanding of the availability, methodologies and impact of ‘evidence’ on the work of 

FBOs and FBO-UN/international development/humanitarian organizations partnerships. 
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14:00 – 15:00  EXPERT PANEL 

 

MODERATOR: Dr. Mohammed Abu-Nimer 

Questions: 

1. How do you see the role and contribution of religious actors (agencies and Leaders) in field of 

development and humanitarian assistance? Please give us concrete examples of such contribution? 

2. What can be done to improve the relationship and overcome the obstacles in the engagement between 

international and national organization and the religious actors in this field of Humanitarian aid and 

development? 

 

SPEAKERS: 

Dr. Abdelrahman Kilani Dean of Faculty of Sharia / University of Jordan  

Ms. Nina Hallak Middle East Council of Churches, Lebanon  

Dr. Amer AlHafi Royal Interfaith Institute, Jordan  

 

 

 

15:00 – 16:00 INTERACTIVE PANEL I1: DEFINITIONS, FRAMING PARTNERSHIPS - SOCIAL AND 

POLITICAL REALITIES: UN and Governmental Perspectives  
 

MODERATORS: Dr. Azza Karam and Dr. Mohamed Abu-Nimer 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What work do you/does your organization carry out, with religious (faith-based) organizations, or what are 

the areas of your work which are impacted by religious dynamics? Briefly highlight ONE partnership initiative 

or intervention. 

2. What are the challenges of partnership: with religious entities; with governments and other 

intergovernmental entities (eg. sister UN entities), given today’s contexts? 

3. What are the opportunities you see to enable better partnerships with faith-based organizations, and around 

issues of religion, which may correspond to the challenges you identified earlier? 

 

SPEAKERS/PROVOCATIVE INTERVENTIONS 

Ms. Elani Nassif UNAIDS 

Mr. Iyad Abumoghli UNEP  

Ms. Farah Choucair UNDP 

Ms. Shaden Khallaf UNHCR 

Mr. Mohan Mani Lamsal UNHCR  

Ms. Noura Suam UN Women 

 

 

 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee/Tea Break  

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
1 In these interactive panels, everyone is encouraged to speak. Names identified here are to encourage and provoke an inclusive 
conversation with other participants.  
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16:30 – 17:30 INTERACTIVE PANEL II - DEFINITIONS, FRAMING PARTNERSHIPS - SOCIAL AND 

POLITICAL REALITIES: Faith-based/Faith-inspired Perspectives 

 

MODERATORS: Ms. Saba al Mubaslat and Mr. Ulrich Nitschke 

QUESTIONS: 

4. What work do you/does your organization carry out, relevant to development and humanitarian 

work – briefly highlight ONE partnership initiative or intervention. 

5. What are the challenges of partnership: with other religious entities; with governments and 

intergovernmental entities, given today’s contexts? 

6. What are the opportunities you/your organization identify to work better between governmental and 

non governmental entities around some of the challenges you have identified?  

 

 

SPEAKERS/PROVOCATIVE INTERVENTIONS: 

 Ms. Awatef Anwar  CEOSS  

Mr. Wael Suliman  
 

Caritas  

 Mr. Ali Khouie Al Khouie Institute 

 Mr. Zayed Ibrahim Hamad Ketab Wa Sunah 

 Father Ref'at Bader Catholic Center for Studies and Media 

 Ms. Felomain Nassar  Act Alliance  

 

 

 

19:00                  DINNER – Graciously Hosted by JHCO (at the Landmark Hotel) –  

Opening Remarks by H.E. Mr Ayman Al-Mufleh 
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DAY II – THURSDAY, 22 March 2018 
 

QUESTION OF THE DAY: HOW DOES FAITH INTERACT OR INTERSECT WITH DEVELOPMENT AND 

HUMANITARIAN WORK? 
 

 
 

 

09:00 – 09:15 RECAP OF DAY I & INTRODUCTION TO DAY II OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY  

 

 

09:15 – 11:30  WORLD CAFÉ (CASE STUDIES) - PART I 

 

BREAK-OUT GROUPS: 

Health {Smith} 

Education {Nitschke} 

Environment {Karam} 

Conflict, Peace and Security {Abu-Nimer and AlAbadi} 

Humanitarian {Mubaslat and Kilani} 

QUESTIONS for presentation of case studies in the Cafe: 

 What do you consider ‘interesting/striking’ features of the work/programme/project you cover in 

your case study? 

 Name 3 top challenges you/your organisation faced in your case study. 

 Name any innovative approaches you used to try to address the challenges. 

 

 

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee/Tea Break 

 

 

11:45 – 13:00 Resume Same Groups 

 

 

13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH  

 

 

14:00 – 15:30 WORLD CAFÉ (CASE STUDIES) - PART 2  

 

 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee/Tea Break   

 

 

 

 

Objective: The exchange of experiences and lessons learned through a series of case studies on different 

models and approaches to partnership between FBOs, governmental representation and the UN. 

Participants, following the interactive discussions, will have identified potential ideas, methods or 

strategies they could use to strengthen partnerships or address partnership challenges in working with 

FBOs in their own setting around development and humanitarian work.     
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15:45 – 17:15 FEEDBACK IN OPEN FORUM/PLENARY – Moderators: Co-Facilitator Team 

 Innovative approaches used 

 Trends emerging – common approaches 

 “Parked” Issues: Tough/Outstanding questions: “things we may have to learn 

to live with” 

 

 

17:15 – 17:30 SUMMING UP and Preparation for Day 3  

 

 

19:00 DINNER – Graciously hosted by PaRD Secretariat (Venue to be announced) – Opening Remarks by Mr. 

Ulrich Nitschke, Head of PaRD Secretariat, GIZ, Germany 
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Day III - FRIDAY, 23 March 2018 

QUESTION OF THE DAY: WHAT TOOLS ARE AVAILABLE TO USE,  
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE SKILLS LEARNED OVER THESE DAYS? 

 

 

 

 

09:00 – 09:15 RECAP OF DAY II – MAIN REFLECTIONS  

 

 

09:15 – 10:15 Presentation of TOOLS – by conveners and by Participants:  

KAICIID; PaRD Secretariat; JLI; other participants/participating organisations 

  

 

10:15 – 10:30 Coffee/Tea Break 

 

 

10:30 –11:00 Wrap Up, CERTIFICATE, and Official Closure {Evaluation forms shared before} 

 

 

12:00   Jumaa Prayers departures 

 

 

13:00 - 14:00  LUNCH available for Participants 

 

Objectives:  

(i) Participants have identified some of the skills needed to understand the key challenges and elements 

needed to strengthen UN, governmental and faith-based development/humanitarian collaborative 

partnerships to strengthen capacity, engage in advocacy, and enhance national ownership processes.  

(ii) Participants know which tools are available, and how some of these may be used to assess religious 

dynamics, as well as FBOs and their respective structures. Participants will also be able to view the 

practical resource tool made available to them beyond this Exchange. 

 


